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German 352

Welcome to the class called German Cultural Triads. This class is designed to introduce you to methods for correcting your spoken and written German and to make you cognizant of the history, geography, and present day look of the regions of Europe where German is spoken. 

You will accomplish the goals of the class by doing work based on the textbook, Kleine Deutschlandkunde, by working with information about the regions of Europe where German is spoken based on your own Internet discoveries, by completing assignments in handbooks of German grammar and by participating in one-on-one conversations with Mr. Pullen and/or the TA . The aim is to increase your proficiency in the use of the German language and your awareness of countries where German is spoken so that when you arrive in one of those countries you will know the milieu of where you are and you have the language skills to talk about that milieu. 

The learning components

To learn about the regions of German speaking Europe, you will be given assignments in class and via Scholar. These assignments will be presented as a triad of cities or people or GPS coordinates. You and a partner or partners will work with one of the triads and prepare to present information about what you have found. After this first presentation students will then be given a further piece of information that connects the triads. After researching this item, you will participate in a discussion with the others in the class to verify and expand the connections between the items of the triads and the second piece of information. Finally, a written piece will synthesize your discoveries.

Most of the work for this component will be done with computer. If you do not have a computer of your own, you can use the computers in the Language Laboratory, Mary Berry 214. 

Further discussion about the cultural triads will be based on the written information and worksheets in the text Kleine Deutschlandkunde.
To develop your ability to correct your own written and spoken German you will be working with the handbooks of German grammar prepared by Mr. Pullen and/or the TA as we discover topics, based on your writing and speaking, that need to be introduced and practiced. The topics will be introduced in class, you will work on exercises on your own and then your work will be compared in class and finally a test over the topic will permit you to show that you have mastered each concept. Further, the class presentations and discussions concerning the regions of German will reinforce what you are learning from the selected topics.

Course Requirements

Contact Hours

For this class, each student is expected to prepare for (6 hours) and attend class (3 hours); schedule and meet with the professor or TA every other week (.5 hour) to discuss planned topics, finalize presentations, and correct homework in preparation for class participation, or attend an additional discussion session with other members of the class. The College is proposing that a four credit hour class comprise 143 hours of in-class and directed learning.

	In class time 
3*60/wk * 14 + 120 final/60
	44

	Discussion sessions with professor or TA
30/wk * 6/60
	3

	
or group discussion session
60/wk * 8/60
	8

	
Preparation
3*120/wk * 14 + 240 for final/60 
	88

	Conversations with German Students
1 hr x 2
	2

	
	145


Participation

You must attend class regularly, be prepared, and participate in class since the classroom setting provides only the minimum of exposure to German. Any absences, whether planned or unplanned will reduce the opportunity for you to learn and to prove that you have learned. Absences always result in lower scores on your proofs of learning because you cannot prepare adequately on your own outside of class. 
If you must miss a test or a class due to illness or emergency, please send me email so that I know you are all right.

Attendance of, preparation for and participation in the class sessions will be added to your proofs of learning to help determine your grade.

Homework
You must verify completed homework and other assignments at the beginning of class on the day indicated on the syllabus. You are responsible for keeping up with the homework as it is listed in the syllabus. 

Conscientiously completed homework will be added to your proofs of learning to help determine your grade. 

By the end of this semester, you should be able to: 

· Recognize German grammatical forms and make use of them to improve your spoken and written German

· Begin to be able to control the language to say what you want and mean to say instead of letting the language control what you have to say

· Recognize regions of Europe where German is spoken and be able to talk about the geography, history and people of the those regions

Written Tests, Oral Tests and Quizzes
Each week there will be a compulsory, evaluated performances due. These may be in the form of a test, a presentation, or as a discussion participant, or leader. It will be difficult for you catch up if one of these is missed. 

Grading 
Your final grade is based on your performance of the following activities: 

Prepared attendance, interactive attendance, written work, tests & quizzes 

Academic Integrity

To copy assignments, to allow assignments to be copied, or to cheat on tests are activities that will result in the assignments or tests not being used in fulfillment of this course.

Students may have questions as to what constitutes too much "help" on essays or homework. Of course, one may ask a friend (who may have studied German longer than you) if a certain phrase or sentence is correct. One may consult a dictionary, an online dictionary or translator for a word or phrase. However, the line between legitimate help and cheating is this: If one is able to reproduce the same information on a test or on his own then the help has been help to learn and is not cheating. If one cannot replicate the information in the same way it is used in the assignment or test, then it should not be represented as one's own work. 

In an academic setting, one identifies those parts of the assignment that are not one’s own work, or it runs counter to the College's policy on academic integrity and the work cannot be used in fulfillment of this course.

Course Continuity Plan

Should the normal instructional activity on the campus be shortened or interrupted by a campus-wide closing, students will receive information from the instructor or other representative of the college about when and if the course might be continued or completed via Internet, telephone, or United States mail.

Simpson's Program in Schorndorf, Germany

International experience is the key to your future. All Simpson students should make an international study tour a priority of their college plans. The German Program at Simpson offers just such an opportunity by maintaining an overseas semester course in Schorndorf, Germany. Schorndorf is a lovely and historic town in southern Germany, about 30 kilometers from Stuttgart, which can trace its beginnings as a peasant village back to the year 400 A.D., and which became an important trading center in the 1200s. All Simpson students with at least 3 semesters of German experience are eligible to apply for admission to the program. The program runs during the Spring and May Terms every other year; the next overseas semester will take place January-May of 2013 and then again January-May 2015. The program includes instruction by Professor Calkins and other teachers at Schorndorf’s adult education center, home stays with German families, and extensive travel during the semester. On this program Simpson students can easily complete many of the requirements for a major or minor in German. This program is unique to Simpson College, tailored to our students and responsive to individual needs. Please see Professor Calkins or me for more information.
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